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Advocates Deliver 25,000 Letters Demanding Governor Cuomo Keep 
Promise on Supportive Housing for the Homeless   

  
On One-Year Anniversary of Gov. Cuomo’s Promise to Build 20,000 Units of Supportive Housing for 

the Homeless, Thousands of Letters Calling for MOU Delivered to His Office 
  
NEW YORK – Today, a coalition of faith leaders, elected officials and advocates for the homeless 
delivered 25,000 letters from people across New York demanding the Governor keep his promise to 
fund thousands of units of supportive housing for the homeless in communities across New York 
State.  One year ago today, Governor Cuomo pledged in his 2016 State of the State address to fund 
20,000 new units of supportive housing.  
  
The State Budget passed in April included capital funds for the first 6,000 of those units, but required 
the completion of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Governor Cuomo and the leaders 
of the Senate and the Assembly before the funds can be spent.  
  
In the months since, the Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing led a letter writing campaign with a goal of 
producing 20,000 emails from real New Yorkers – one for every unit of supportive housing promised – 
calling for the MOU to be negotiated and signed.  Today, advocates delivered hard copies of 25,000 
emails to the Governor’s office in Albany. 
  
“Together we are sending the Governor a clear message: you made this promise to New York’s most 
vulnerable people, it is time for you to keep it,” said Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi.  “In the last six 
months, people from all around New York have sent more than 25,000 letters demanding this MOU be 
signed so the funds can be released. This is the governor who pushed through minimum wage, marriage 
equality and gun control -- he can still be a hero for the homeless too.” 
  
“Widespread homelessness in the land of plenty is beyond shameful,” said Reverend Peter Cook, 
Executive Director of the New York State Council of Churches. “For the sake of New Yorkers 
struggling with homelessness; for the sake of overtaxed agencies, non-profits, and faith groups 
struggling to provide services against the odds; and for the sake of our future as a moral leader: Get 
this MOU signed, Governor Cuomo, and let’s get this vital supportive housing built.”   
  
“Supportive housing is the best, most humane, and most cost effective way to provide chronically 
homeless people the support they need,” said Michael Finocchi, Executive Director of Shelters of 
Saratoga.  “This isn’t theory. We see it first-hand. Governor Cuomo has shown leadership on the issue 
in the past.  Now we are calling on him to do it again.  Finish the job.  Get this MOU signed so the first 
6,000 units of supportive housing can be built.” 



  
“Today is a sad day for those of us who work with homeless people,” said Marc Greenberg Executive 
Director, Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing.  “One year ago today, we were 
elated.  It looked like the Governor was going to answer our prayers, and build 20,000 units of 
supportive housing for the homeless. Instead, we have seen a year of broken promises as the 
homelessness crisis in our state reached record levels. If he wants to keep his promise to the homeless, 
he can. All he needs to do is get this MOU done now.”   
  
Each night, more than 88,000 New Yorkers struggle with homelessness – roughly the population of 
Schenectady and Glens Falls combined 
  
Studies throughout the country have repeatedly demonstrated that supportive housing pays for itself by 
reducing medical and psychiatric hospitalizations, detox and rehab programs, shelters and 
incarceration.  In New York, placing homeless individuals in supportive housing has been found to save 
our government $10,100 per year, per tenant.     
  
Supportive housing developers, investors and service providers need long-term financing commitments 
for future development of safe, permanent housing for the most vulnerable New Yorkers. Without long-
term, state-committed capital and operating subsidies, it is impossible to attract private investment for 
the acquisition of land and predevelopment financing, which can together cost millions of dollars.  This 
will have negative consequences for years to come. 
  
In the past, New York/New York Agreements between New York City and New York State attracted 
investors because they diminished risk to developers by providing long-term commitments to fund a set 
number of units. The five-year MOU promised by the Governor is critical to creating the robust pipeline 
of supportive housing needed to address New York State’s homelessness crisis.  
  
Since last year, 159 state legislators -- close to 75 percent of the Legislature -- have signed letters from 
their respective chambers demanding the state fund 20,000 units of supportive housing.  
  
For more information, visit the Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing website at http://www.nynycampaign.org/ 
or contact Damien LaVera at 518-432-9220 or dlavera@plynchassociates.com.  
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